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conspicuous in the large centers of population where
they have been destroyed; but in the outlying districts
where they are often exceedingly well preserved. The
fact that a small area of ruins in southeastern Asia
Minor should be called by the Turks Bwiklisse (the thou-
sand and one churches) is significant of the extent of
the remains of early Christian architecture. Of late
almost every year has brought the discovery of some
new group of early churches, such as those of Cilicia and
Lycaonia. For a long time we have known of the exist-
ence of churches of great antiquity in Armenia. The
history of this country in Christian times is unique in
that Eusebius, an early Christian writer, speaks of hav-
ing seen a letter written by Christ to the Armenian king.
The architecture of this period, represented in mosques,
monumental gateways and other structures, at many
places in Asia Minor, but particularly at Konia, the
exquisite tiles and other faience, the bronze work and
the wood work are all worthy of careful study and elab-
orate publications, yet very little has been done to place
this art before the eyes of the world.
There is a vast discrepancy between the amount of
archaeological work to be done and the amount that has
been done in Asia Minor. The areas that have been care-
fully explored even superficially are pitifully small in
comparison with those that have been thoroughly ex-
plored, the number of ancient names of cities and towns
that have not yet been attached to sites is astonishing,
and the number of places that have been even partly
excavated is absurdly small in proportion to the number
that would certainly yield important results.
The earlier expeditions to the coast cities were little
more than looting parties in search of antiquities, sculp-
tures primarily, which were to adorn the halls of the
museums of Europe.
Schliemann's excavations at Troy, between 1870 and

